Congenital disorder of true cyclopia with polydactylia: case report and review of the literature.
Cyclopia is a rare type of holoprosencephaly and a congenital disorder characterized by the failure of the embryonic forebrain to properly divide the orbits of the eye into two cavities (the embryonic forebrain is normally responsible for inducing the development of the orbits). As a result a birth defect in which there is only one eye is developed. This eye is centrally placed in the area normally occupied by the root of the nose. As a rule, there is a missing nose or a non-functioning nose in the form of a proboscis (a tubular appendage) located above the central eye. In this report the macroscopic, radiographic, and immunohistochemical findings of a case of true cyclopia in a female fetus are described. Cyclopia is a lethal condition that is associated with dramatic symmetric deformities of the nose, skull, orbits, and brain.